
CITYCOUNCILMINUTES
COUNCIL CHAMBERS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14,  

2024 6:00PM

CalltoOrder/RollCall/PledgeofAllegiance
Themeeting oftheCityCouncil wascalled toorderbyMayor KevinVoracek at6:00
p.m.  Councilors inattendance included SaraCaron, RoyalRoss, TomSpooner and
Chuck Thiele. Councilors Adama Doumbouya andPeter vanSluiswereabsent.  Also in
attendance wereCityAdministrator Jessica Kinser, CityClerkHeather Slechta,  
Community andEconomic Development Director DavidWanberg, ParksandRecreation
Director PaulPeanasky, Human Resources Director KevinBushard, CityEngineer Mark
DuChene, CityPlanner HarryDavis, andFireChiefDustin Dienst.   

ApproveAgenda
Motion byRoss, seconded byThiele toapprove theagenda aspresented andcarried
unanimously.   

Presentations/Introductions
Ruth'sHouseofHopeProclamation

thbecelebrating their20 Anniversary onAugust 23, 2024atApple
Creek Orchard, therewillbehayrides, games, foodtrucksandlivemusic.    

ApproveminutesoftheJuly23, 2024CityCouncilMeeting, theJuly23, 2024
SpecialCityCouncilMeeting - ClosedSession, theJuly30, 2024SpecialCity
CouncilMeetingandtheJuly30, 2024SpecialCityCouncilMeeting - Closed
Session
Motion byThiele, seconded byRoss toapprove minutes oftheJuly23, 2024City
Council Meeting, theJuly23, 2024Special CityCouncil Meeting - Closed Session, the
July30, 2024Special CityCouncil Meeting andtheJuly30, 2024Special CityCouncil
Meeting - ClosedSession andcarried unanimously.   

RequeststobeHeard None

ConsentAgenda
A. ListofClaims forRelease
B. Approve application andPermit fora1Dayto4DayTemporary On-SaleLiquor

License forDivine MercyCatholic Church andSchool



C. Approve LG240B Application toConduct Excluded Bingo
D. Resolution 2024-149Accept Donation totheParks andRecreation Department
E. Resolution 2024-159Approve HiringLibrary Receptionist
F. Accept Professional Services Agreement forViaduct ParkBidPackage 1

Construction Administration Services
G. Accept Professional Services Agreement forViaduct ParkBidPackage 2

Construction Administration Services
H. Resolution 2024-162Approve Municipal StateAidStreetStateAidFunds

Advancement
I. Approve Petition andWaiver forWater Service Repair at10141stSTNW
J. Accept Quote forWellRepairs
K. Approve LG220 Application forExempt Permit
L. Approve Applications andPermits for1Dayto4DayTemporary On-SaleLiquor

Licenses forVarious Events fortheChamber ofCommerce
M. ListofPositions Authorized toIssueAdministrative Citations
N. Resolution 2024-166Approve Federal Aviation Administration ThirdParty

Camera Image Hosting Agreement
O. Approve NewGolfCartPermit

Motion byRoss, seconded byCaron toapprove Consent Agenda itemsA-Oandcarried
unanimously.  

PublicHearings
Overview ofDEEDApplications andaPreliminary Development Agreement related to
thePotential Relocation ofKGPTelecommunications, LLCtoDowntown Faribault
Community andEconomic Development DavidWanberg explained totheCouncil that
DaleandKathleen Putrah founded KGPCo in1973.  Alocally based company witha
global reach, KGPCo provides theworld'sleading communication andtechnology
companies withasinglesource fornetwork design, architecture, production, sourcing,  
installation, andsupport.  KGPCo'ssuccess hasresulted initneeding tofindanew
location foritsglobal headquarters whichiscurrently at3305Highway 60West.  While
KGPCo canmoveitsheadquarters toelsewhere inMinnesota orotherstates, itsroots
areinFaribault, anditwould liketoremain andgrowhere.  

Over thepastyear, KGPCo representatives, CityStaff, Faribault RealEstate, LLC
FRE), andothers haveworked closely tokeepandgrowKGPCo inFaribault.  KGPCo
isworking withFREtorelocate KGPCo'sheadquarters tothedowntown area
potentially, thesiteat511and513Central Avenue.  FREwouldownandrenovate the
site, andKGPCo would lease thesitefromFRE.  Havingaheadquarters inthe
downtown areawouldhelpstrengthen thedowntown andisconsistent withthe
community'svision.  However, suchaninvestment involves financial costsbeyond what
KGPCo and/orFREfeeltheycanhandle without financial assistance fromothers.  

Wanberg stated thatCityStaff identified Minnesota Department ofEmployment and
Economic Development (DEED) asapossible resource tooffset some
relocation/development costs.  Basedonanticipated capital expenditures of $4.8to $5.0



million, theretention of78jobs, andthecreation ofeightnewfull-timejobswithan
average wageof $27.50perhour, DEED indicated itwould consider financial
assistance intheformofa $100,000forgivable Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) loan.  
DEED would alsoconsider $153,000inassistance fromtheJobCreation Fund (JCF).  

IfDEED provides therequested funding, KGPCo wouldberesponsible foradministering
theJCFforgivable loan.  However, theCityofFaribault wouldserveasapass-through
fortheMIFforgivable loanand, assuch, wouldhaveadministrative responsibilities.  
Consequently, DEED requires theCitytoconduct apublichearing fortheMIF
application andprovide resolutions supporting theMIFandJCFapplications.   TheMIF
andJCFapplications arethefirstofseveral financial assistance requests toretainand
growKGPCo inFaribault.  

Thepotential relocation ofKGPCo tothedowntown areaprovides meaningful
opportunities forKGPCo andthecommunity.  Toaidintherelocation effort, itisinthe
bestinterest ofKGPCo, FRE, andtheCitytoenter intoaPreliminary Development
Agreement thatoutlines eachentity'santicipated tasksandresponsibilities related tothe
proposed development.  TheCityAttorney prepared theattached Preliminary
Development Agreement forCityCouncil consideration.    

Wanberg requested thattheCityCouncil takeseparate actiononeachofthefollowing
resolutions:  

1. Resolution 2024-167Support aMinnesota Investment FundApplication in
Connection withKGPTelecommunications, LLC;  

2. Resolution 2024-168Support aJobCreation FundApplication inConnection with
KGPTelecommunications, LLC; and

3. Resolution 2024-169Authorize Execution ofaPreliminary Development
Agreement between theCityofFaribault, KGPTelecommunications, LLC, and
Faribault RealEstate, LLC

Councilor Caron stated thatshethought that thecornerstone ofdowntown wasgoing to
beretail, shealsohadconcerns about theCouncil nothaving enough information on
whatabusiness subsidy was.  Sheasked iftherewasahousing element withthis
project, Wanberg stated thattherearenoplansputtogether forhousing. Caron stated
thatshewouldnotbevoting infavor forthisproject. Shethanked thePutrah family for
theirbusiness.  Wanberg explained thatStaffhavebeenworking togetanymajor
business downtown. Councilor Rossstated thatthiswillmakeanawesome anchor
business downtown andcoulddrivemoreretailbusinesses.  Theyarenotasking forcity
money atthistime.    

Motion bySpooner, seconded byThiele toopenthepublichearing andcarried
unanimously. Thepublichearing wasopened at6:24p.m.   

MattDrevelow, Counsel forKGPTelecommunications, LLCexplained totheCouncil the
desireofKGPtostayinFaribault andtheneed foradditional financing tomakethat
happen.   



Motion byRoss, seconded bySpooner toclosethepublichearing andcarried
unanimously.  Thepublichearing closedat6:29p.m.   

Itwasmentioned thatKGPwouldbeleasing thedowntown space, Caron stated that
leasing isnotinvesting intheCity.   

Motion byRoss, seconded bySpooner toapprove Resolution 2024-167Support a
Minnesota Investment FundApplication inConnection withKGPTelecommunications,  
LLCandcarried4:1withCaron votingNay.  

Motion bySpooner, seconded byThiele toapprove Resolution 2024-168Support aJob
Creation FundApplication inConnection withKGPTelecommunications, LLC and
carried4:1withCaron votingNay.  

Motion byThiele, seconded byRosstoapprove Resolution 2024-169Authorize
Execution ofaPreliminary Development Agreement between theCityofFaribault, KGP
Telecommunications, LLC, andFaribault RealEstate LLC andcarried4:1withCaron
votingNay.  

Ordinance 2023-20Authorizing aStudyandImposing aMoratorium onthe
Establishment andOperation ofCannabis Businesses within theCityofFaribault
CityClerkHeather Slechta explained thatattheJuly30, 2024, Special CityCouncil
WorkSession, theCityCouncil alongwithStaffandtheCityAttorney discussed the
proposed Ordinance regulating cannabis businesses within theCityofFaribault.  
Through thatdiscussion, itwastheconsensus oftheCouncil toextend themoratorium
within theCityuntilJanuary 1, 2024, toallowformoreguidance fromtheOfficeof
Cannabis Management andtofurther define zoning andregulations.  Extending the
moratorium requires apublichearing priortoapproval.    

Motion bySpooner, seconded byRosstoopenthepublichearing andcarried
unanimously.  Thepublichearing wasopened at6:34p.m.    

Therewerenocomments received during thepublichearing orpriortothemeeting.   

Motion byThiele, seconded byCaron toclose thepublichearing andcarried
unanimously.  Thepublichearing wasclosedat6:34p.m.  

MotionbySpooner, seconded byRosstoapprove Ordinance 2023-20Authorizing a
StudyandImposing aMoratorium ontheEstablishment andOperation ofCannabis
Businesses within theCityofFaribault

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Ross, Spooner, Thiele andMayor Voracek
Nay:  
Motion carried 5:0



ItemsforDiscussion
Resolution 2024-161Order Improvements, Approve PlansandSpecifications and
Establish BidDateforStraight RiverWatermain Crossing - Contract 2023-09
CityEngineer MarkDuChene that the2023-2027Capital Improvement Planincluded
thereplacement ofthe20" watermain across theUPRR andStraight Riverat2ndStreet
NE.  Thiswatermain isacritical pieceofinfrastructure thattransports thewater fromthe
City'sWater Treatment Plant totheground storage reservoirs ontheeastsideoftown.    
In2020, therewasawatermain breakandrepair between theUPRR tracksandthe2nd
Street pedestrian bridge whichelevated concerns about thelocation anddesignofthis
watermain.  That, coupled withtheproposed Downtown AreaParkImprovements
including apossible futuremulti-million-dollarskate loopoveraportion ofthis
watermain, itisprudent fortheCitytoplanfortherelocation ofthiswatermain tonot
onlyreduce theriskoffuture issues withthiswatermain butalsotoprotect the
investment intheproposed park.  

TheResolution 2024-161approves theconstruction plansandspecifications forthe
proposed Straight RiverWatermain Improvements - Contract 2023-09project including
removals, watermain replacement, stormsewer construction, grading, aggregate base,  
sidewalk construction, bituminous paving, turfrestoration andrelated improvements.  

Thepreliminary totalestimated costoftheimprovements, including 5% contingency and
20% engineering, is $1,522,500.   Funding fortheprojectwillcomefromtheWater
Utility Find.   

Theresolution alsoestablishe abiddateofSeptember 4, 2024, fortheproject.  
DuChene stated thatinordertosolicit themostcompetitive bidsandgiven thetimeline
fortheconstruction oftheViaduct Park, aflexible startdateforthisproject isbeing
provided butanyworkstarted in2024mustbecomplete priortowinter conditions and
allworkregardless ofstartdatemustbecompleted byJune30, 2025.  

Motion byRoss, seconded byCaron toapprove Resolution 2024-161Order
Improvements, Approve PlansandSpecifications andEstablish BidDateforStraight
RiverWatermain Crossing - Contract 2023-09andcarried unanimously.   

Ordinance 2024-14Amending Chapter 18oftheCityofFaribault CodeofOrdinances
Second Reading) andOrdinance 2024-14Summary Publication

ParksandRecreation Director PaulPeanasky stated that thefirstreading ofOrdinance
2024-14 washeldonJuly23, 2024.  Since thattime, nopublic comments orchanges
madetotheordinance.  

Motion byCaron, seconded byThiele toapprove Ordinance 2024-14Amending
Chapter 18oftheCityofFaribault CodeofOrdinances (Second Reading)   

Aye: Councilor Caron, Ross, Spooner, Thiele andMayor Voracek
Nay:   
Motion carried 5:0



Motion bySpooner, seconded byRosstoapprove Ordinance 2024-14Summary
Publication andcarried unanimously.   

Ordinance 2024-15Amending Chapter 26oftheCityofFaribault CodeofOrdinances
Second Reading) andOrdinance 2024-15Summary Publication

ParksandRecreation Director PaulPeanasky stated thatthefirstreading ofOrdinance
2024-15washeldonJuly23, 2024.  Since thattime, nopublic comments orchanges
madetotheordinance.  

Motion byRoss, seconded byThiele toapprove Ordinance 2024-15Amending Chapter
26oftheCityofFaribault CodeofOrdinances (Second Reading)   

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Ross, Spooner, Thiele, Mayor Voracek
Nay:   
Motion carried 5:0

Motion bySpooner, seconded byRosstoapprove Ordinance 2024-15Summary
Publication andcarried unanimously.   

SunCompanies Properties Management/RSAProperties LLCSubdivision No2 -  
Comprehensive PlanAmendment; Zoning MapAmendment; Easement Vacation;  
Preliminary Plat; FinalPlat
CityPlanner HarryDavisexplained thatSunCompanies Properties Management LLC
requested acomprehensive planamendment at19192ndStNW, northeast ofthe
intersection between 4thStNWand20thAveNW.  Thecomprehensive plan
amendment proposed shifting thelandusemapdesignation fortheproperty from
commercial/residential mixed usetocommercial/industrial mixeduseforpartofthe
futuredevelopment area. SunCompanies Properties Management LLCalsorequested
azoningmapamendment thatwould rezone areas fromR-4, HighDensity Residential
toI-1, Light Industrial usetofacilitate futuredevelopment.   

Davis further explained thatSunCompanies Properties Management LLC also
requested vacating partofadrainage andutilityeasement at19192ndStNW,  
northeast oftheintersection between 4thStNWand20thAveNW to facilitate future
development. Theproposed easement vacation would notinfringe ordeteruseor
enjoyment onotherproperties andisneeded tofacilitate futureexpansion ofC & S
Vending. Thefinalrequest madebySunCompanies Properties Management LLCwas
fortheapproval ofthe preliminary andfinalplatat19192ndStNW, northeast ofthe
intersection between 4thStNWand20thAveNW. Thepreliminary andfinalplatfor
RSAProperties LLCSubdivision No2combines seven (7) lotsandoneoutlot intotwo
buildable lots; onelotwith frontage on4thStNW, 20thAveNW, and2ndStNWand
another atthecornerof4thStNWand20thAveNW. Theproposed preliminary/final

Development Ordinance.   



TheDRC, CityPlanner, andPlanning Commission supported approval oftherequests
madebySunCompanies Properties Management LLC.   

Councilor Rossaskedabout thesection inthefindings thatdiscussed removal offuture
buildings, hehadnotseenthatinthepast, Davisstated thatitisaclarification, the
preliminary andthefinalplatsaremeant tofocused moreontheproperty linesandon
thelanditself rather thananyfuture expansions andbuildings other thanwhat is
currently existing.  Itwillhopefully prevent anyfutureconfusion onifabuilding actually
gotbuilt thewayitwasonthefinalplat.  Thiswillalsoprotect theCityandthedeveloper
inthefuture.   

Motion bySpooner, seconded byThiele toapprove Resolution 2024-163Approve a
Comprehensive PlanAmendment foraChange ofLandUseMapDesignation at1919
2ndStreetNWandcarried unanimously.   

Motion bySpooner, seconded byThiele toapprove Ordinance 2024-5Approve
Rezoning Properties in1900Blockof4thStreetNWtoI-1 (FirstReading)  

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Ross, Spooner, Thiele andMayor Voracek
Nay:  
Motion carried5:0

Motion byThiele, seconded byCaron toapprove Ordinance 2024-6VacateaPortion of
Drainage andUtilityEasement at19192ndStNW (FirstReading)  

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Ross, Spooner, Thiele andMayorVoracek
Nay:  
Motion carried5:0

Motion bySpooner, seconded byRoss toapprove Resolution 2024-164Approve the
Preliminary andFinalPlats forRSAProperties LLCSubdivision No2 andcarried
unanimously.   

Resolution 2024-165Approve 2024Primary Election Results andAbstract
CityClerkHeather Slechta informed theCouncil thatonAugust13, 2024, aPrimary
Election washeldfortheofficeofMayor.  Slechta explained thatthetoptwocandidates
willbeplacedontheballot fortheNovember 5, 2024General Election. Theofficial
Election Abstract wascompleted byRiceCounty Property TaxandElections.  Rice
County Property TaxandElections wasabletocomplete theCityofFaribault Election
Abstract earlier thanexpected.  Since theCouncil actedonthistonight, theSpecial
Meeting thatisscheduled for8:00amonFriday isabletobecanceled.     

Theresults wereasfollows:   



TomSpooner 707
Jonathan Wood 393
Adama YouhnDoumbouya 132
BrianC. Peterson 202

TomSpooner andJonathan Woodwillbeplaced ontheGeneral Election ballot.   

Motion byRoss, seconded byCaron toapprove Resolution 2024-165Approve 2024
Primary Election Results andAbstract andcarried4:0withSpooner abstaining.   

Bids
Resolution 2024-160Accept Bidsfor2024Cannon RiverViewTrail - Contract 2024-05
CityEngineer MarkDuChene explained thatonWednesday, July17, 2024, bidswere
received fortheproposed 2024Cannon RiverViewTrail - Contract 2024-05project
including removals, grading, aggregate base, bituminous trailandrelated construction.  

Thistrailsegment willconnect TwoRivers Parktothenorth industrial parkareavia
existing andproposed trailsegments aswellasconnect directly totheplanned Twin
OaksSubdivision, aRiceCounty work forcehousing development andparkplanned for
justnorthoftheRiceCounty Public Safety Center.  

Thebidswere tabulated asfollows:  
S.L. Contracting, Rochester, MN         $ 237,840.00

243,775.50
K.A. WittConstruction, NewPrague, MN    $ 277,368.60
Heselton Construction, Faribault      $ 289,461.50
Urban Edge Solutions & Supply, LLC, Lonsdale, MN   $ 394,813.50

follows, including contingencies andengineering fees:  

ParkImprovement Fund      $ 190,275.00
Carbon Reduction Program (Federal Grant)  $   95,225.00

Itwasrecommended toaward tothelowbidder, S.L. Contracting.  Construction onthe
project isscheduled tobegin inSeptember andbesubstantially completed bytheendof
October, 2024.  

Mayor Voracek requested wayfinding/direction signage onthetrailsince itwasunder
budget, DuChene will lookintoit.   

MotionbyRoss, seconded byThiele toapprove Resolution 2024-160Accept Bidsfor
2024Cannon RiverViewTrail - Contract 2024-05andcarried unanimously.   

BoardsandCommissionsReports, AnnouncementsandProjectUpdates
Councilor Rossstated thattheChamber Car-Cruise wasonFriday evening.  



Adjournment
Motion byRoss, seconded byThiele toadjourn theCityCouncil meeting andcarried
unanimously.   

Themeeting wasadjourned at6:59p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted,   

Heather Slechta
CityClerk




