
CITYCOUNCILMINUTES
COUNCIL CHAMBERS TUESDAY, JUNE25, 2024 6:00PM

Call toOrder/Roll Call/Pledge ofAllegiance
Themeeting oftheCityCouncil wascalled toorderbyMayorVoracek at6:00pm.  Councilors in
attendance included SaraCaron, Adama Doumbouya, RoyalRoss, TomSpooner andChuck
Thiele. Councilor PetervanSluiswasabsent.  Alsoinattendance wasCityAdministrator Jessica
Kinser, CityClerkHeather Slechta, Police ChiefJohnSherwin, CityEngineer MarkDuChene,  
PublicWorksDirector TravisBlock, HumanResources Director KevinBushard, FireandCode
Services DirectorDustin Dienst, Community andEconomic Development Director David
Wanberg, Communications Manager BradPhenow andCityAttorney ScottRiggs.   

Approve Agenda
MotionbyRoss, seconded byDoumbouya toApprove Agenda aspresented andcarried
unanimously.   

Presentations/ Introductions None

Approve minutes oftheJune 11, 2024 City Council Meeting
MotionbyThiele, seconded bySpooner toapprove theJune11, 2024CityCouncil Meeting
Minutes andcarried unanimously.   

Requests tobeHeard None

Consent Agenda
A. ListofClaims forRelease
B. Approve Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement with the Faribault Area

Chamber ofCommerce
C. Resolution 2024-122Accept Southeastern Minnesota ArtsCouncilGrant
D. Resolution 2024-123Approve HiringAssistant Finance Director
E. Approve Quote forWellHouseRoofing Repairs
F. Resolution 2024-126Accept Donation totheFaribault ParksandRecreation

Department
G. Resolution 2024-127LevyingSpecialAssessments forDelinquentWater, Sewer, and

StormWaterAccounts
H. Resolution 2024-128Levying Special Assessments forMiscellaneous Delinquent

Receivable Accounts
I. Resolution 2024-129Approve Premises PermitApplication forDivineMercyCatholic

Church
J. Authorize Execution ofMerchant VendorAgreement
K. Resolution 2024-130Approve Separation Agreement
L. Resolution 2024-131Approve HiringPoliceOfficer



MotionbyDoumbouya, seconded byCarontoapprove Consent Agenda ItemsA-Landcarried
unanimously.   

Public Hearings None

Items forDiscussion
Resolution 2024-124Authorize anInternal Loan fortheDesign, Construction andEquipping of
Viaduct Park

stCityAdministrator Jessica Kinserexplained thatattheMay21, 2024worksession, theCouncil
discussed thetwobidpackages forthefirstphaseofViaduct Parkwiththeproposed change

thordersonthepackages, andmoved forward withapproval ofthosecontracts attheJune11,  
2024CityCouncil meeting.  TheCouncilalsodiscussed totalproject costs including designand
platting forthefirstbidpackages aspartoftheconversation oftheoverall financing oftheViaduct
Parkproject.  Staffproposed aninternal loanfromtheSewer FundtotheParkland Dedication
Fundforthecostsoftheproject, withrepayment tooccurfrom $650,000infranchise fees

630,000gas/electric and $20,000sewer/water) annually tobecredited totheParkland
Dedication Fund.  Theattached resolution accomplishes this internal loaninanot-to-exceed
amountof $6.3million.  

Kinserstated thatthiswillbearevolving loan, meaning that fundswillbemoved tocovercosts
asneeded rather thanthenot-to-exceed amountbeing transferred allatonce.  Payments onthe
loanwilloccur fourtimesayear.  Theinterest rateis5percent; however, thisissubject tochange
basedontheCity'sinvestment earnings.  Oneunknown element thatimpacts theinternal loanis
howthefundraising bytheFaribault Foundation willchange theamortization tabletoreducethe
principal andthelifeoftheloan.  Atthistime, withnodonations totheprojectusingthe
assumptions intheresolution, itisanticipated totake13yearstopayoffthisloan.  

Kinserexplained thatthenot-to-exceed amount consists ofthefollowing incurred orprojected
costs:  

300,000Design Fees (existing costs incurred infund404; thisredirects cashtosupport
otherprojects thatarecoming inoverbudget)  
5,400,000Construction CostsBidPackage 1 & 2
200,000Furniture/Fixtures/Equipment
75,000OtherOwnerCosts (fiber, construction testing)  
325,000Contingency

Shealsostated thattheactualamountoftheloanwilldepend upontheuseofthecontingency.   
Also, assuming theCouncil willmoveforward withthedesignandconstruction ofanicephase,  
thisrevolving loanresolution canbeamended atthattimetoinclude theadditional costsand
increase thenot-to-exceed amount.  

Councilor Rossaskedhowoftentheinterest ratewouldbereviewed, Kinserstated thattheywould
review itthroughout theyear, asthepayments willbedonequarterly.   

MotionbyRoss, seconded byDoumbouya toapprove Resolution 2024-124Authorize anInternal
LoanfortheDesign, Construction andEquipping ofViaduct Parkandcarried unanimously.  

Ordinance 2024-10Approve aZoning Text Amendment toAllow Laundry Services inC-1Zoning
First Reading)  



Community andEconomic Development Director DavidWanberg stated that J.C. andLoni
Ahlers, requests anordinance amendment allowing laundromats andlaundry services asaby- 
rightuseinC-1, Neighborhood Commercial zoningdistrict. CityStaffcrafted anordinance
amendment basedontherequest andsubsequent conversations. Theamendment adds
definitions andclarifies othercodesections related tolaundromats.   

CityPlanner HarryDavis initially reviewed thecodesofOwatonna, Lakeville, andNorthfield for
ideasonhowtheyregulate laundromats andsimilar services. Based onfeedback fromPlanning
Commission worksessions, theCityPlanner sought additional peercitiestogainabetter
understanding oflaundromat regulations inothercities. Insummary, 8outof10peercitiestreat
dry-cleaning, self-service laundromats, andotherlaundry services asaby-right, permitted usein
theirneighborhood-levelorlocalservice commercial zoningdistricts. Noneoftheresearched
citieshaveperformance standards attached tolaundry businesses asidefromregular noise/odor,  
general development, andzoning restrictions. Based onaconceptual comparison oflaundromats
withtheusescurrently permitted byrightinC-1, theCityPlanner doesnotseelaundromats as
more intenseorimpactful onadjacent properties compared tocurrently allowed usessuchasa
bakery, discount store, hardware store, sporting goods, sports facility, orclinic. There maybe
different development andoperational intensities ofusescurrently allowed, butingeneral,  
laundromats fitwellwiththeotherusescurrently allowed inC-1.  

Theproposed amendment adheres tothecomprehensive plan'scoreguidingprinciples and
meetsmanygoals, objectives, andpolicies intheplan'simplementation section. Italsomeets the
criteria forazoning textamendment. Additionally, laundromats inC-1arenotdifferent fromother
by-rightusesalready allowed, andtheapproach issimilar tomostpeercitiesresearched.   

ThePlanning Commission heldapublichearingduring their regularly scheduled June17, 2024,  
meeting andrecommended infavoroftheproposal byavoteof4-1. Onecommissioner dissented
basedonwanting laundromats anddry-cleaning establishments tobeconditional uses, thereby
allowing public inputonaspects suchashoursofoperation, on-siteattendants, lighting, and
venting odors. Citystaff received nopubliccomments beforeoratthepublichearing.  

MotionbySpooner, seconded byThiele toapprove Ordinance 2024-10Approve aZoningText
Amendment toAllowLaundry Services inC-1Zoning (FirstReading)  

RollCallVote:  
Aye: Councilor Caron, Doumbouya, Ross, Spooner, ThieleandMayorVoracek
Nay:   
Motion carried6:0

Resolution 2024-132Declaring aLocal State ofEmergency fortheCityofFaribault, Minnesota
CityAdministrator JessicaKinser informed theCouncil thattheCityofFaribault hasexperienced
excessive rainfallwhichhasresulted inflooding conditions throughout community.  Waters have
notreceded andthereisnowayofknowing whatdamage couldtopublic infrastructure afterthe
watershavereceded, MayorVoracek signedaproclamation declaring astateofemergency for
thisflooding event onJune22, 2024. Resolution 2024-132formalizes thisproclamation withan
actionoftheentireCityCouncil.  

ChiefDienst istheCity'sEmergency Manager provided anupdateoffloodstatusandeffortsat
themeeting.  

Councilor Rossaskedifthewastewater treatment plantwasoperating asitshould be, Public



WorksDirectorTravisBlockstated thattheprevious mitigation effortshaveworked.  Councilor
Spooner askedwhat, ifanything couldbedonetoprohibit people fromentering theflooded
streets, Dienststated thattheyhave informed people tostayoutoftheflooded areas. Councilor
Doumbouya askediftherewasanyinfrastructure damage, Blockstatedthattherehasbeenno
compromise toinfrastructure, damage hasbeenmainly toresidential areas.  There isasanitary
sewer repairon21nearGreenStreet. MayorVoracek askedifthiswoulddelaythepoolopening,  
Kinserstated thatrepairsareunderway.    

MotionbySpooner, seconded byThieletoapprove Resolution 2024-132Declaring aLocalState
ofEmergency fortheCityofFaribault, Minnesota andcarried unanimously.   

Bids - None

Boards and Commissions Reports, Announcements and Project Updates
TheMonthly Financial Reportwasprovided priortothemeeting aspartofthemeeting materials.   
Councilor Rossthanked theStaffandResidents forhelping thecommunity andneighboring
communities duringtheflood. MayorVoracek stated thatHeritage Dayswasheldlastweekend
andtheywereabletoholdtheparadebetween rainstorms.  CityAdministrator Jessica Kinser
informed theCouncil thatthebudget calendar willbechanging, andthattherewillbeaCity

thCouncil WorkSession onJuly30.   

Adjournment
MotionbyRoss, seconded byDoumbouya toadjourn theCityCouncil Meeting andcarried
unanimously.    

Themeeting wasadjourned at6:30p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted,   

Heather Slechta
CityClerk


