
CITYCOUNCILMINUTES
COUNCIL CHAMBERS TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24,  

2024 6:00PM

Call toOrder/Roll Call/Pledge ofAllegiance
Themeeting oftheCityCouncil wascalledtoorderbyMayorKevin Voracek at6:00p.m.   
Councilors inattendance included SaraCaron, Adama Doumbouya, RoyalRoss, PetervanSluis,  
TomSpooner andChuckThiele.  Alsoinattendance were Deputy CityAdministrator Mark
DuChene, CityClerkHeather Slechta, Community andEconomic Development Director David
Wanberg, PublicWorksDirector TravisBlock, PoliceChiefJohnSherwin andLibrary Services
Director DelaneJames.  

Approve Agenda
MotionbyRoss, seconded byDoumbouya toapprove theagenda aspresented andcarried
unanimously.   

Presentations/ Introductions None

Approve minutes oftheSeptember 10, 2024 City Council Meeting
MotionbyRoss, seconded byvanSluistoapprove minutes oftheSeptember 10, 2024City
Council Meeting andcarried unanimously.   

Requests tobeHeard - None

Consent Agenda
A. ListofClaims forRelease
B. Approve Hangar RentalAgreement
C. Approve 2024CIPPurchase- Replacement WaterTreatment PlantColdStorage Building

MotionbyRoss, seconded byvanSluistoapprove Consent Agenda ItemsA-Candcarried
unanimously.   

Public Hearings - None

Items forDiscussion
Ordinance 2024-20Amending Chapter 13Article IIoftheFaribault CityCode Regarding Library
Advisory Board (Second Reading) andOrdinance 2024-20Summary Publication
Library Services Director Delane JamesstatedonSeptember 3, 2024, theFaribault CityCouncil
approved thefirstreadingofOrdinance 2024-20, whichamends Chapter 13Article IIofthe
Faribault CityCode Regarding theLibraryAdvisory Board. TheCityreceived nocomments from
thepublicnormadechanges totheproposed amendments totheordinance sincethefirst



reading.  

MotionbyvanSluis, seconded byThiele toapprove Ordinance 2024-20Amending Chapter 13
Article IIoftheFaribault CityCodeRegarding Library Advisory Board (SecondReading)  

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Doumbouya, Ross, vanSluis, Spooner, Thiele, MayorVoracek
Nay:  
Motion carried7:0

MotionbyRoss, seconded byCarontoapprove Ordinance 2024-20Summary Publication and
carried unanimously.   

Ordinance 2024-19Vacate aPortion ofDrainage andUtility Easement at2343 14thStNE
Second Reading) andOrdinance 2024-19Summary Publication

CityPlanner HarryDavisstated thatonSeptember 10, 2024, theFaribault CityCouncil approved
thefirstreadingofOrdinance 2024-19, whichproposes apartialeasement vacation at234314th
StNE. TheCityreceived nocomments fromthepublicnormadesubstantive changes tothe
ordinance since thefirstreading.  

MotionbyThiele, seconded byRosstoapprove Ordinance 2024-19VacateaPortionofDrainage
andUtilityEasement at234314thStNE (Second Reading)   

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Doumbouya, Ross, vanSluis, Spooner, Thiele, MayorVoracek
Nay:   

Motion carried7:0

MotionbyRoss, seconded byvanSluistoapprove Ordinance 2024-19Summary Publication and
carried unanimously.   

Ordinance 2024-18Approve Zoning Map Amendment for8188thAveNW (Second Reading) and
Ordinance 2024-18Summary Publication
CityPlanner HarryDavis explained thatonSeptember 10, 2024, theFaribault CityCouncil
approved thefirstreadingofOrdinance 2024-18, whichproposesazoningmapamendment at
8188thAveNW, alsoknownastheWaterTreatment Plant. TheCityreceived nocomments from
thepublicnormadesubstantive changes totheordinance sincethefirstreading.  

MotionbyRoss, seconded byThiele toapprove Ordinance 2024-18Approve Zoning Map
Amendment for8188thAveNW (Second Reading)   

RollCallVote:   
Aye: Councilor Caron, Doumbouya, Ross, vanSluis, Spooner, Thiele, MayorVoracek
Nay:  

Motion carried7:0

MotionbyCaron, seconded byvanSluis toapprove Ordinance 2024-18Summary Publication
andcarried unanimously.   



Resolution 2024-196Deny Variance at153rdAveSW
CityPlanner HarryDavisexplained thatCoreyNewby requested approvalofvariances from
parking setbacks inC-2andcurbing requirements forparking lots. Newby provided anarrative
behind thevariance requests aspartofthemeeting materials, citingthehistoric character ofthe
property foritsuniqueness andthecomprehensive planforsupporting smallbusinesses. Healso
touched ontraffic flows, drainage, anddisturbance totheneighborhood.   

Thevariances proposed bytheapplicant arenotconsistent with theplanning andzoning aspects

points forthevariance criteria centered onthehistoric useandcharacter oftheproperty, how
construction wouldbeadisturbance fortheneighborhood, andhowtherequirement isastrainon
smallbusiness whichisagainst theComprehensive Plan.  

Davisexplained thatthemainpoints forhaving parking lotsetbacks are: keeping carsawayfrom
publicROW, keeping spacebetween theparking lotandtheroadforlandscape andscreening,  
andtoprovideamorepleasant aesthetic appeal topassersby andneighbors. Hefurtherexplained
thatthepurpose forhaving curbing around parking lotsare: keeping carsfromrollingordriving
overproperty line/ROW, keeping carsfromdestroying landscaping adjacent toparkingareas,  
keeping carsandnature fromexpeditiously fraying pavement edgesandcreating debris, and
helping collectanddirectdrainage andrunoff.   

TheComprehensive Plandoeshaveprinciples, goals, objectives, andpolicies thataddress
development, butnoneofthemalludetogivingsmallbusinesses variances whentheyrequest
them. Oneofthecoreguiding principles citedbyNewby
createorstrengthen opportunities forallindividuals, businesses, industries, organizations, and

minimum levelofexpectation fordevelopment. While theexisting areasarenotcurbedandare
tooclosetotheproperty line, Newby ischanging theuseoftheproperty fromaninstitutional and
schoolusetoacommercial andretailuse, alongwithconverting aschool yardintoaparking lot.  

Davisexplained that thereisade
parking lotlandscape setback andnotimpacting theplayground. Additionally, further
documentation bythe development teamshowshowmeeting thesetback andproviding
parking lotcurbing ispossible.  

ThePlanning Commission attheirSeptember 3, 2024meeting heldapublichearing andheard
from Newby. ThePlanning Commission votedtocontinue discussion ontheitemtothenext
meeting togivetheapplicant additional timetoputtogether moredrawings andaclearer depiction
ofproposed improvements totheproperty. AttheSeptember 16, 2024meeting, Newbyshowed
aproperty surveyandsiteplan. ThePlanning Commission votedunanimously torecommend
approval oftheresolution toCityCouncilandrecommend denialoftheapplicant'srequest.  

Newby spoketotheCouncil abouthisplansandhisreasons fortherequested variances. The
CityCouncil washopeful thatacompromise couldbemetbetween theCityandNewbyand
requested thatNewby cometoaworksession withacompromise andforfurther review ofhis
request.   

MotionbyRoss, seconded byvanSluistotableResolution 2024-196DenyVariance at153rd
AveSWandcarried unanimously.   

NewbyandStaffwillbringaplantotheOctober 8, 2024CityCouncil WorkSession.   



CityofFaribault/JNJProperties - Comprehensive Plan Amendment; Zoning Map Amendment
CityPlanner HarryDavisexplained thattheCityofFaribault setinmotionbytheinitial request
fromYojanRodriguez ofJNJProperties ofFaribault LLC, requested comprehensive planand
zoningmapamendments tochange certain properties inthe500and400blocksof20thStNW
fromguided landusedesignation industrial toestablished residential neighborhood andzoning
districts fromI-2, HeavyIndustrial toR-2, LowDensity Residential.  

Rodriguez madetheinitial request foroneproperty ofthesubject properties tobereguided and
rezoned topermit residential development. AttheAugust19, 2024Planning Commission work
session, thePlanning Commission discussed therequest andencouraged them toconsider
expanding andincluding thenearby residential properties incollaboration withaCityefforttofix
nonconforming situations forthesurrounding residential properties encumbered bytheI-2zoning.  
Rodriguez agreed andCityStaff tookovertheproposal. UntiltheSeptember 3, 2024Planning
Commission meeting, CityStaff initially supported therequest basedonPlanning Commission
guidance fromtheAugust19, 2024Planning Commission WorkSession. Following thePlanning

nythecomprehensive planandzoningmapamendment request, Staff
updated thereportandassociated documents toreflect thePlanning
findings.  

Davisexplained thatthe proposed comprehensive planandzoningmapamendments were
in
Development Ordinance. Theideabehind thelandusedesignation formostofthelandinthe
areatoindustrial wastofacilitate industrial redevelopment. Changing thelandusedesignation
fromindustrial toresidential coulddeter futureexpansion andindustrial redevelopment intended
forthisarea. Thesurrounding properties aremostly industrial usesandzonedappropriately for
saiduses. Davisstated thatplacing industrial zonesandusesrightnexttoresidential zonesand
usesisacompatibility issue, despite industrial development having largersetback buffersand
requires additional screening andlandscape tosoften therelationship between saiduses. This
places agreater burdenontheadjoining properties andisapotential barrier forredevelopment
onexisting industrial properties orindustrial expansion ontonewproperties.   

Davisstatedthattherearenocurrent plans forfuture industrial expansion inthearea, andthe
Cityseesaneedforresidential, sotheproposal maybeabenefit intheshort term. However, the
Development Review Committee, madeupofCityStaff, hadconcerns aboutapproving the

residential andindustrial, andmoreresidential onHighway 3, amajorcorridor forcommercial and
industrial traffic.  

ThePlanning Commission attheSeptember 3, 2024meetingheldapublichearing fortherequest
andheard fromaneighboring business thattheyhaveconcerns withreguiding andrezoning land
neartheirbusiness astheydointendtoexpand. Thepotential change inlanduseandzoning
would hinderefforts toacquire landandbuildnewdevelopment. ThePlanning Commission voted
todenybothrequests intwo4-2votes, withCommissioners GreenandSaltdissenting. The
dissenting commissioners favored staff'sfindings andsupported bringing zoningandlandusein- 
linewithexisting landuses. Citystaffbrought updated resolutions consistent withPlanning
Commission'svotefordenialattheSeptember 16, 2024Planning Commission meeting. Planning
Commission voted4-1ineachvotedenying therequested comprehensive planandzoningmap
amendments. Commissioner Greendissented forthesamereasons astheSeptember 3, 2024
meeting.  



MotionbyvanSluis, seconded byRosstoapprove Resolution 2024-197DenyaComprehensive
PlanAmendment toGuideCertain Properties in500and400Blocksof20thStNWandcarried
unanimously.   

MotionbyvanSluis, seconded byCarontoapprove Resolution 2024-198DenyaZoningMap
Amendment forCertain Properties in500and400Blocksof20thStreet NW andcarried
unanimously.   

Resolution 2024-194Rescinding andReplacing Resolution 2024-177andAdopting the2025
Preliminary Property TaxLevy andEstablishing theBudget Meeting Date
Deputy CityAdministrator MarkDuchene explained thatthe CityCouncil approved resolution

th2024-177attheSeptember 10CityCouncilmeeting, whichsetthepreliminary taxlevyandthe
publichearing date.  TheCounty brought to attention anerrorbetween the
preliminary taxlevyamount listedinthetextoftheresolution andtheamount detailed outon
ExhibitAoftheresolution, whichwasthecorrect amount.  Aresolution hasbeenprepared andis
beforeyoutonight thatrescinds 2024-177andreplaces itwith2024-194, whichhasthecorrect
preliminary taxlevyamountof $13,798,573inboththebodyoftheresolution andinExhibit A.   
Thisresolution isduetoRiceCounty nolaterthanSeptember 29th, andrequires approval atthis
time.  

Motion bySpooner, seconded byRoss toapprove Resolution 2024-194Rescinding and
Replacing Resolution 2024-177andAdopting the2025Preliminary Property TaxLevyand
Establishing theBudget Meeting Dateandcarried unanimously.   

Resolution 2024-195Approving Credit Card UsePolicy Amendment
Deputy CityAdministrator MarkDuchene explained thatanamendment totheCreditCardUse
Policywasrequested toaddadditional creditcards inthePublicWorks andAdministration
departments.  Thesepositions areatthesame orsimilar levelasmanyoftheotherpositions
currently listedinthepolicy, buthavenotbeenincluded previously.  Creditcardpurchases
typically madebythesepositions include registrations fordifferent training andeventsandhotel
reservations.   

MotionbyRoss, seconded byDoumbouya toapprove Resolution 2024-195Approving Credit
CardUsePolicyAmendment andcarried unanimously.   

Bids None

Resolution 2024-193Reject BidsforStraight River Watermain Crossing - Contract 2023-09
Deputy CityAdministrator MarkDuchene stated that onWednesday, September 4, 2024, bids
werereceived fortheStraight RiverWatermain Crossing project. Afterreviewing thebidsand
discussing withbothbidders, theconsulting engineer ofrecordandtheCityAttorney, DuChene
recommended that theCityCouncil rejectallbidsandrebidtheproject for2025construction.  The
lowbidderacknowledged anerrorintheirbidandrequested tobereleased fromtheirbid.  

Councilor Thieleaskedifthiswouldaffect theparkproject, DuChene stated thatitwouldhaveno
impact.   

MotionbyRoss, seconded byThiele toapprove Resolution 2024-193Reject BidsforStraight
RiverWatermain Crossing - Contract 2023-09andcarried unanimously.   

Boards and Commissions Reports, Announcements and Project Updates



Deputy CityAdministrator MarkDuChene provided anupdateontheWoolen MillsDam, they
havehadaninitial kick-offmeeting withHomeland Securityandwillbehavingameeting with

thFEMA.  Therewillbemore information presented attheOctober8WorkSession.  Councilor
Spooner stated thatthereareanumberofeventscomingupincluding atRiverBendNature
Center, Downtown Mainstreet andtheFireDepartment OpenHouse.  MayorVoracek statedthat
therewasaribboncuttingatTwinOaks.  

Adjournment
MotionbyDoumbouya, seconded byThiele toadjourn theCityCouncilmeeting andcarried
unanimously.   

Themeetingwasadjourned at7:18pm.   

Respectfully Submitted,   

Heather Slechta
CityClerk


