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Planning Commission Work Session 

Monday, January 5, 2026 at 6:00 PM  

Public Meeting Room  

AGENDA  
    
1. Call to Order 
    
2. Items for Discussion 
 A. Potential Mixed Use Project between 217 and 223 Central Ave - Hill Block 
    
3. Routine Business 
    
4. Future Discussion 
    
5. Adjournment 
 
 
 

Please contact the Departments of Community & Economic Development at 507-334-0100 if you need special 
accommodations to participate in this meeting. 
 
Para pedir este documento en otro idioma, envíe un correo electrónico y adjunte el documento a 
accessibility@faribault.org. 
 
Si aad u codsato dukumeentigan oo ku qoran luqad kale, fadlan e-mail u soo dir oo ku soo lifaaq dukumiintiga 
accessibility@faribault.org. 
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Planning Commission Work Session Memorandum 
 
TO: Planning Commission 
THROUGH: David Wanberg, CED Director 
FROM: Harry Davis, City Planning Manager  
MEETING DATE: January 5, 2026  
SUBJECT: Potential Mixed Use Project between 217 and 223 

Central Ave - Hill Block  
 
Background: 
City Staff requests that the Planning Commission provide feedback and 
guidance to a potential applicant for a mixed-use project on three 
properties between 217 and 223 Central Ave. 
 
A potential developer initiated discussions with city staff about reusing the 
buildings at 217-223 Central Avenue for commercial and residential. 
Various tenants have occupied one or more of the three properties, 
including the Alano Club. A business incubator and photography studio are 
the current principal tenants. The three properties total approximately 
16,000 square feet and zoned CBD, Central Business District, with adjacent 
all properties zoned CBD and occupied by commercial and residential uses.  
 
The applicant would like to remodel space on the ground floor and in the 
basement for commercial and reconfigure the second and third floors for 
residential units. The applicant plans to construct an elevator on the back 
of one of the buildings and utilize shared corridors via a PUD and CIC plat. 
The applicant will present the project in more detail during the meeting, 
but Commissioners may review the project's early building plans in the 
packet. The applicant will also need approval from the HPC for exterior 
changes and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for all changes 
to the building while trying to maintain its historic integrity for tax credit 
purposes. 
 
Overall, City Staff is supportive of the project. The project will need a PUD 
and CIC plat to cover the unique zoning and building constraints along with 
a variance for dwelling unit sizes. The Planning Commission may wish to 
provide guidance on any concerns or aspects of the project.  
 
Attachments: 
1. City Staff - Aerial Map 
2. City Staff - Zoning 
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3. Applicant - Early Building Plans 
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